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Agenda item 4.3 (a)

The multi-year programme of work of the Convention for the period 2011-2020 and periodicity of meetings and organization of work of the Conference of the Parties
Decision as adopted (advance unedited version) *

The Conference of the Parties,
Taking into account the priorities defined in the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020, 
Adopts the following multi-year programme of work for the Conference of the Parties: 

(a)
The eleventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties will take place in 2012 and address, inter alia, the following issues: 
(i)
A review of progress by Parties in the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020 and its corresponding goals and targets, including experience in setting or adapting national targets and the corresponding updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

(ii)
A review of progress in providing support to assist Parties, especially developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and the small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, in implementing the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020, including, inter alia, resource mobilization, capacity‑building, stakeholder engagement, communication, education and public awareness and strengthening of the clearing‑house mechanism;

(iii)
The further development of tools and guidance for monitoring implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020, including the use of indicators and milestones at national, regional and global levels;

(iv)
A review of the implementation of the strategy for resource mobilization in support of the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention (decision IX/11 B, annex), focusing on goals 2, 5, 6, 7 and 8;

(v) Cooperation among international biodiversity-related organizations taking into account, inter alia, proposals for: a United Nations Decade on Biodiversity; possible options for cooperation among the Rio conventions, including the preparation of possible joint activities
;  
(vi)
The need for and possible development of additional mechanisms, ways and means, to enhance existing mechanisms such as the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention, to strengthen the ability of Parties to meet their commitments under the Convention;

(vii)
The implications of the possible establishment of an intergovernmental science- policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services on the work of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;

(viii)
The in-depth review of the programme of work on island biodiversity;

(ix) The identification of ways and means to support ecosystem restoration, including the possible development of practical guidance on ecosystem restoration and related issues;
(x) Review the status and implementation of the Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing;
(xi) Other matters arising from the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the open-ended working groups,
 including technical issues arising from the implementation of the programmes of work and cross-cutting issues;

 (b)
The twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in 2014 or early 2015 could address, inter alia, the following issues:

(i)
A review of the updated national biodiversity strategies and action plans; 
(ii)
A mid-term review of the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020, including the programmes of work and progress towards the 2020 targets and specific elements of the programmes of work, as well as contributions to the achievement of relevant 2015 targets of the Millennium Development Goals based, inter alia, on the fifth national reports, and the implications for the preparation of the fourth edition of Global Biodiversity Outlook;

 (iii)
A comprehensive review of implementation of its strategy for resource mobilization, including its targets and indicators (decision IX/11 B, annex);

(iv)
A review of progress in providing support to developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and the small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, pursuant to Article 20, paragraph 2 of the Convention, in implementing the objectives of the Convention and its Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020, including capacity‑building and strengthening of the clearing‑house mechanism; 

(vi)
The further development of tools and guidance to assist implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the Convention for the period 2011-2020;

(vii)
Further consideration of how the implementation of the Convention has supported and has contributed to, and will continue to contribute to, the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;

(viii) Liability and redress (decision IX/23, paragraph 4);
(ix) Review the status and implementation of the Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing;
(ix)
Other matters arising from the recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the open-ended working groups,3 including technical issues arising from the implementation of the programmes of work and cross-cutting issues; 

(x)
Update of this multi-year programme of work to 2020;
  (c)
The Conference of the Parties will keep under review the periodicity of its meetings beyond the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties and will decide the timing of its meetings until 2020 at its eleventh meeting, taking into account:

(i) The Strategic Plan of the Convention and the multi-year programme of work for the period 2011-2020, and other relevant meetings and processes;

(ii) The relationship between the periodicity of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties, and the operations of its subsidiary and other inter-sessional bodies, including the ad hoc open ended working groups;

(iii) That the periodicity of the meetings of the Conference of the Parties also has implications for the meetings of the protocols to the Convention on Biological Diversity and their decision‑making processes;
(iv) That financial considerations, while relevant, should not be the predominant factor driving decisions related to the multi-year programme of work and periodicity of meetings of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies;
(v) The periodicity of national reports;

(d)
Two meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice will be held in each intersessional period between the tenth and eleventh and between the eleventh and twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;

(e)
At its fourth meeting, the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation will prepare a message for submission to the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (“Rio+20”) on the role of biodiversity for sustainable development; 

(f)
At its meeting in 2020, the Conference of the Parties will conduct a review of the implementation of the Convention and its Strategic Plan for the period 2011-2020, including the programmes of work of the Convention as identified by the Conference of the Parties, and make an assessment of progress in the achievement of the 2020 targets, based, inter alia, on the sixth national reports;

(g)
At its meetings, the Conference of the Parties will continue to address standing items consistent with earlier decisions. In addition, some flexibility in the multi-year programme of work is retained in order to accommodate urgent emerging issues.

* This is an advanced unedited text reflecting the decision as adopted on the basis of document UNEP/CBD/COP/10/L.8 and any amendments made during the closing Plenary session. It has not been formally edited. The final official version of the decision will be issued as part of the report of the meeting in due course. 


� This issue is being considered under agenda item 5.6 (Biodiversity and climate change) and will be adjusted in the light of the outcomes of the discussions on that item.


� The Working Group on the Review of Implementation, the Working Group on Article 8(j) and Related Provisions, and the Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing (or another body that might be established at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties in light of the negotiations on an international regime on access and benefit�sharing).
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